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Trent Edwards Rallies Around The ALS Association 

Greatbatch, Inc. and Buffalo Bills Team Up 
With Trent Edwards to Fight Lou Gehrig’s Disease 

 
BUFFALO, N.Y. (October 8, 2009) – In honor of his well-known high school coach Charlie 
Wedemeyer, who has the progressive, neurodegenerative disease ALS (amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis), Buffalo Bills quarterback Trent Edwards will soon launch a new program that will help 
people with ALS and their families each time he leads his team to a touchdown.  
 
“Trent’s Touchdowns for ALS,” which begins on Sunday, October 11th when the Buffalo Bills 
play the Cleveland Browns has two objectives: raise money for The ALS Association by 
encouraging fans and corporations to pledge a minimum amount of money for a minimum number 
of touchdowns, and to raise awareness about the disease.  
 
“We’re counting on Trent to have his best season yet and that the Buffalo Bills go to the Super 
Bowl,” said Jane H. Gilbert, president and CEO of The Association. “We would like to see Trent 
lead the Buffalo Bills to as many touchdowns as possible so that The ALS Association can 
intercept and put to an end this deadly disease.”  
 
The monies raised go to support numerous free services and programs provided to people who 
have what is commonly referred to as Lou Gehrig’s Disease and to their families.  
 
“I’m pleased to partner with The ALS Association and to be part of the efforts that improve 
quality of life for individuals and families coping with ALS, while creating awareness and 
supporting research for a cure,” Edwards said. 
 

MORE… 
 



  

Page 2 of 3 
Trent Edwards 
 
Edwards’ passion for helping The Association fight ALS stems from his own very personal 
connection with the disease. While attending Los Gatos High School in Calif., Edwards played for  
Wedemeyer, who was diagnosed with ALS in 1977 and continues to coach today. His life story 
was chronicled in the PBS documentary “One More Season” and the movie “Quiet Victory: The 
Charlie Wedemeyer Story.” Wedemeyer is helped by the Greater Bay Area Chapter of The 
Association.  
 
“Coach Wedemeyer and his wife Lucy are an inspiration to me on and off the field,” said 
Edwards, honorary chairperson of the chapter’s Walk to Defeat ALS fundraiser in Buffalo. “It is 
for them and all the people whose lives have been affected by ALS that I dedicate this program 
which I hope will be supported by fans of the game everywhere.”  
 
Fans and corporations that decide to participate in the program during the season will be eligible 
to receive prizes, based on the level of giving. Fans and corporations who make a $250 minimum 
gift will be invited to attend a celebration hosted by Edwards and his sister Shelby in December at 
the headquarters of Greatbatch, Inc. in Clarence, NY.  Greatbatch, Inc. is the presenting sponsor of 
“Trent’s Touchdowns for ALS.” 
 
“This program demonstrates Trent Edwards’ commitment to his community and specifically to the 
fight against ALS,” said Katharine Loomis, executive director of the Upstate New York Chapter 
of The Association. “Each touchdown scored when Trent Edwards is in the game will help the 
Buffalo Bills have a successful season and give hope to people living with ALS.”  
 
The levels of giving for “Trent’s Touchdowns for ALS” are $10 per touchdown ($100 minimum 
gift); $25 per touchdown ($250 minimum gift); and $50 per touchdown ($500 minimum gift).  To 
sign up for “Trent’s Touchdowns for ALS,” call the chapter toll-free at (866) 499-7257 or visit 
their website at www.alsaupstateny.org.  
 
ALS causes the progressive death of the motor nerve cells that operate muscles, robbing the brain 
of its ability to initiate and control movement. Approximately 30,000 Americans have the disease, 
for which there is no effective treatment or cure, and can expect to survive on average two to five 
years from the time of diagnosis. While the disease strikes people regardless of their age, race or 
gender, military veterans are approximately twice as likely to develop ALS as those with no 
history of military service.  
 
About The ALS Association: 
The ALS Association is the only non-profit organization fighting Lou Gehrig’s Disease on every 
front. By leading the way in global research, providing assistance for people with ALS through a 
nationwide network of chapters, coordinating multidisciplinary care through certified clinical care 
centers, and fostering government partnerships, The Association builds hope and enhances quality 
of life while aggressively searching for new treatments and a cure. 
 
About Greatbatch:  
Greatbatch, Inc. (NYSE: GB) provides critical technologies to industries that depend on reliable, 
long lasting performance through its brands Greatbatch Medical and Electrochem. Greatbatch 
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Medical develops and manufactures vital technologies used in medical devices for the cardiac 
rhythm management, neuromodulation, vascular access and orthopaedic markets. Electrochem is a 
world leader in the design and manufacture of battery and wireless sensing technology solutions 
for industrial applications. For additional information on Greatbatch, visit www.greatbatch.com. 
 
About the Buffalo Bills: 
Founded in 1959, the Buffalo Bills are one of the most storied franchises in the National Football 
League (NFL).  The Bills have won two American Football League (AFL) Championships (1964 - 
1965) and won an NFL record four straight AFC Championships (1990 - 1993) that included four 
trips to the Super Bowl.  The Bills pride themselves on supporting the Western New York 
community by establishing player outreach programs, supporting NFL educational and physical 
fitness youth initiatives and increasing community awareness.  Under the guidance of newly 
elected Hall of Fame member and team founder, Ralph C. Wilson, Jr., the Bills are celebrating 
their 50th Season in 2009.  For more Bills community relations information, please visit 
buffalobills.com or call (716) 648-1800. 
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