Congress of the United States
Washington, BEC 20515

June 1, 2007

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

Veterans and members of the armed services from our districts and across the country
have expressed to us their concerns about the increased incidence of Amyotrophic Lateral
Sclerosis (Lou Gehrig's disease, or ALS) occurring in those who have served in the
military. On behalf of these brave men and women, we the undersigned Members of
Congress urge you to increase the Department's support for ALS research and request
that you consider establishing a more coordinated approach to advancing ALS research at
the Department of Defense. '

As you may know, studies repeatedly have shown that military veterans are at a greater
risk of dying from ALS than those with no history of military service. In fact, studies
supported by the DOD and the Department of Veterans Affairs have found that veterans
of the 1991 Persian Gulf War are approximately twice as likely to develop ALS as those
who did not serve in the war, while another study conducted by researchers at Harvard
University in 2005 found that people with any history of military service are at a 60%
greater risk of developing ALS than those in the general population. The Institute of
Medicine (IOM) recently reviewed these and other studies and reported in November
2006 that existing evidence supports the increased risk of ALS for veterans. According
to the IOM, "[T]he implication is that military service in general - not confined to
exposures specific to the Gulf War - is related to the development of ALS. The findings, if
validated in other studies, suggest that exposures during military service, even among
those with no wartime service, might be responsible."

Despite this evidence, only about $2 million in funding per year is focused on ALS
research - a small amount given the direct impact this disease has on our heroes who
serve in the military. Therefore, we urge the Department to allocate additional resources
for ALS research within the funds Congress provides to the Defense Health Program.

We are aware that the Department has funded ALS research through the Peer Reviewed
Medical Research Program, the Military Operational Medicine Program and the
Neurotoxin Exposure Treatment Research Program. These programs have enabled
important ALS research to move forward. However, we believe the Department should
consider establishing a more focused and coordinated approach to studying ALS so that it
can effectively direct ALS research initiatives. We also encourage the Department to
partner on ALS research with other federal agencies, including the National Institute of
Neurological Disorders and Stroke and the Department of Veterans Affairs, which has
established a Veterans ALS Registry that has identified nearly 2,000 veterans with ALS.
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We strongly believe that this collaboration, combined with increased support from funds
available to the Department, can help to determine why our veterans are more likely to
die from ALS. As a result, we can help ensure that our nation takes appropriate action to
protect the health and lives of our military men and women who each day risk their own
lives in defense of this country. Importantly, research supported by the DOD, also will
yield information and data about ALS that will benefit all people suffering from the
disease and will help us make progress in finding a treatment and cure.

On behalf of our constituents and veterans with ALS across the country, we urge you to
support this important research and look forward to working with you in support of our
nation's servicemen and women and the greater ALS community.
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