Grants for Home Safety Improvements

Month DD, YYYY
The Honorable (Insert Full Name)

U.S. House of Representatives/U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20515/20510

Dear Representative/Senator (Insert Last Name):

I am writing to you about an issue of extreme importance to me.  I am afflicted with a disease called amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), better known as Lou Gehrig’s disease.  ALS is a progressive, fatal, neuromuscular disorder that occurs when motor nerve cells cease to function and die, ultimately resulting in a loss of voluntary muscle control, paralysis and death.
As a result of this disease, I have been confined to a large electric wheelchair.  This is painful in and of itself.  Even worse is the long and arduous process of maneuvering the wheelchair down the steps of my house so that I can travel to doctor’s appointments, attend events with my family, and continue to participate in other daily activities.  While this can make daily activities difficult, what concerns me even more is the prospect of an emergency, such as a fire, in which I would not be able to get out of the house in a timely manner.  

This problem affects not only me, but also many other people with ALS (Insert Name of State).  Nearly every person with ALS will be confined to a wheelchair during the later stages of their struggle with this illness, yet it is very rare that any of the homes in which they live are adequately equipped to accommodate the wheelchairs.  This presents an extreme safety risk to them and their families.

The solution, however, is quite simple.  Portable, temporary ramps can be installed over stairs in homes and allow for much quicker, easier and safer transportation for a person confined to a wheelchair.  These ramps, though not incredibly expensive, are usually outside the buying power of a person living with ALS who already is burdened by significant medical costs.  However, if government grants were available for the purchase of these ramps, they could help ensure the safety of me and my family.  In addition to benefiting the lives and of the disabled, these grants would have a positive economic impact as they would prevent injuries to both patients and their caregivers, saving on future medical bills (which are often covered by Medicare) and lost wages. Moreover, they could be used by one family and then, when no longer needed, be provided to another family.  
Such a grant program would not require the creation of any new government infrastructure since there are many private associations, such as The ALS Association, which already loan expensive equipment to patients and could act as trustees of the equipment, ensuring that the equipment is provided to needy families when it no longer is needed by the family who initially used the equipment.   The Veterans Administration already operates a similar grant program for disabled veterans.  The development of a new program, based on the program in place at the VA, could go a long way towards improving the lives of people with debilitating diseases, like ALS. 

I ask you, as my Representative/Senator, to protect the health and safety of not only myself, but the thousands of other disabled people living in (Insert Name of State) who do not have access to equipment that can make their homes safer.  This equipment could ultimately save our lives.  
Thank you for your attention to this important issue.  I look forward to hearing from you and learning what steps you will take to assist disabled persons like me who face this very serious problem.
Sincerely,
____________________________

Signature

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip Code:

